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Continuing Richard Emerick’s
Vision for the Hudson Museum
The Richard Emerick Fund honors the University of Maine's first anthropology professor and
founding director of the Hudson Museum. This fund celebrates Richard Emerick’s legacy—
the Hudson Museum—a museum which serves thousands of visitors, including University
students and faculty and school children and their teachers, every year.

Help this internationallyrecognized Museum create
stunning exhibitions, offer exciting
educational programs, reach new
audiences, and build and care for
its collections by supporting the
Richard Emerick Fund.

“Here is the place where the
people of Maine can see and
touch the wonder and the
splendor of the human
experience-things people of the
world have made, used, loved
and held in awe and proudly left
for us to gently care for and
gratefully learn from.”
Richard Emerick

The Richard G. Emerick Fund is
administered by the University of
Maine Foundation. To learn more
about the Richard Emerick Fund or
other University of Maine
Foundation Funds, please contact
the University of Maine
Foundation.
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South Portland: 100 Foden Road/Suite 303 West Building/South Portland ME 04106
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"Hey, I made a contribution to
the university, how come I
don't get all the alumni

publications?
Yes, we know it's a bit confusing, and for that we apologize.

Let's see if we can clear things up.
The Alumni Association is independent and self-funded. Its

dual purpose is to serve you, our alumni, and to support the

University of Maine.
To meet those goals we run a membership program and an

Annual Alumni Fund. The two programs are distinct and nec

essary, because of the restrictions of our tax laws and our not-

for-profit status. But that distinction, which is clear to us, can
seem blurry to folks not involved with the UMAA. Here's a

simple explanation that might help.
You become an alumni association member by sending in a
completed membership form along with your $30 nontax-de

ductible dues. That money goes to support many services like
alumni activities, advocacy work on behalf of the university,

publications, student groups, etc. With your membership dues
you get lots of benefits, including three issues of our classnotes
publication, Mainely People, and all three issues of MAINE maga

zine. The IRS says that payment for benefits and services can't
be tax-deductible.
A donation to the Annual Alumni Fund is tax-deductible. It
goes to support academics, athletics, and the arts at UMaine. A

donation can be designated to a certain area of the university,
or undesignated, in which case it will go where the need is
greatest. With your donation you'll receive just two publica

tions—the fall and summer issues of MAINE magazine. Such a
limited token of appreciation falls within IRS guidelines.

So, a donation to the annual fund doesn't make you an

alumni association member and your membership dues don't

make you a donor to the annual fund. Of course you can be
come a member and a donor—lots of alumni do. That's the

ideal way of keeping your alumni association strong and inde
pendent, maintaining high quality at the university, and guar
anteeing that you'll receive all alumni publications.

Page 24

Volume 81, Number 2

Summer 2000

Creating the Right Chemistry I 24

A profile of UMaine's energetic
new basketball coach Sharon
Versyp.
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Bringing the Games to
Disney's Wide World
of Sports
Jeff Sturgeon '89 gets the chance to
combine his interests in business
and sports.
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Research Institute, Steve Kahl '77,
believes in being accountable.
I
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Moving into the Future with
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A look at the changes on the
UMaine campus.
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No Place Like Home
Old Town native Cathra Chappelle
'92, MD looks forward to becoming
a traditional town doctor.

Departments
Campus Briefs
Alumni Newsmakers
Alumni Bookshelf

4
26
30

Cover photograph of Dr. Cathra Chappelle by Kathy Rice Snow '83
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Campus Briefs
Douglas Allen is
Distinguished
Maine Professor
Professor of Philosophy
Douglas Allen is this year's
recipient of the Distin
guished Maine Professor
Award. The award is pre
sented by the University of
Maine Alumni Association
in recognition of outstand
ing achievement in the uni
versity's tripartite mission
of teaching, research, and
public sen ice It is the uni
versity's most prestigious
faculty award and brings
with it a $2,500 cash prize,
a distinctive blazer, and a
pewter medallion—all
generously funded by the
Class of 1942
In his 26 years of teach
ing at the university, Allen
has consistently earned one
of the top faculty rankings
from student evaluations.
In his award citation it was
noted that he "encourages
his students to think for
themselves, to engage the
subject matter, and even to
challenge what they are
being taught "
As a researcher, Allen
has earned an internation
al reputation for cutting
edge interdisciplinary
work in the humanities. He
is widely regarded as the
world's leading authority
on the works of Mircea Eliade, one of the most influ
ential scholars of religion
and myth of the twentieth
century. He has also be
come a leading scholar on
the life and teachings of
Mohandas Gandhi

4 Maine

Alumni Association chair Greg Jamison '72, '98G congratu
lates the 2000 Distinguished Maine Professor, Douglas
Allen, at the UMaine honors convocation.

In the area of public ser
vice, Allen also has an out
standing record In addi
tion to the traditional a\ enues of ser\ ice, he has long
been a leader on important
social issues on campus
and around the globe. He
has volunteered a great
deal of time to the Peace
and Justice Center of East
ern Maine and to the Maine
Peace Action Committee
Other faculty members
recognized for their out
standing achievements
were Associate Professor of
Art Owen Smith (Presiden
tial Teaching Award), Pro
fessors of Language Arts
Rosemary Bamford '70G
and Janice Knsto (Presi
dential Research and Cre
ative Achievement Award),
and Professor of Education
Walter McIntire (Presiden
tial Public Service Award).

UMaine
enrollment
up for third
straight year
For the third consecutive
year, the number of stu
dents choosing to enroll at
the Unixersity ot Maine is
rising sharply, with the
group beginning classes in
September currently 30
percent ahead of last year's
class at the same time
In keeping with nation
al and regional trends, the
number of applicants to
UMaine is on the rise, but
university officials are no
ticing that a greater per
centage of those who are
accepted at UMaine are
choosing to attend
"There are several rea
sons why our enrollments
are gaming, including de

mographics," says John
Beacon, dean of enrollment
management "But clearly
President (Peter) Hoff's
visits to high schools
around the state have
helped A lot of credit also
goes to our own students,
who are often our best am
bassadors and student re
cruiters "
The class that enrolled
in fall 1997 numbered 1,200
students Since then, the
increases have been dra
matic—1,451 in 1998 (a 21
percent increase ov er 1997)
and 1,647 in 1999 (a 19 per
cent increase over 1998)
When classes begin in
September, this fall's class
is expected to reflect anoth
er significant increase.
UMaine's overall stu
dent population has risen
from 9,213 in fall 1997 to
9,945 this academic year
Hotf has set an enrollment
goal of 11,000 students
The university is also
seeing an increase in on
line applications, with al
most 17 percent of the cur
rent year's applications ar
riving via the Web
I

Shawn Walsh
plans to keep
coaching after
cancer surgery
In early July, the University
of Maine community was
saddened by the news that
UMaine ice hockey coach
Shawn Walsh had been di
agnosed with renal cell car
cinoma, the most common
type of kidney cancer The

cancer had also spread to
his lymph nodes. Days af
ter the announcement,
Walsh underwent surgery
to remove the cancerous
kidney.
Following the surgery,
he was to begin intensive
treatments.
A nagging cough led to
the diagnosis of Walsh's
cancer in mid-June. He
noted that he always devel
oped a cough during
hockey season, but this
year the cough didn't go
away when the season
ended.
Walsh will cut back on
some administrative re
sponsibilities, but plans to
return to the ice in the fall
"Everything will remain
status quo," he said

First "Coke
funds" will go
for classroom
renovations
Three widely used lecture
halls and a centrally locat
ed classroom will be the
first to be renovated with
funds from the first year of
UMaine's decade-long,
nearly $3 million beverage
alliance with Coca-Cola.
Renovations in the four
facilities—100 Neville Hall,
110 and 120 Little Hall, and
206 Rogers Hall—are ex
pected to be completed by
the start of next semester
The beverage alliance
between UMaine and
Coca-Cola was announced
last August. Under the
agreement, Coca-Cola is

Francis "Andy" Andrews '42, a pioneer in the development
of modern fundraising methods, received the 2000 Alumni
Career Award during reunion weekend in June. With Andy
is his wife Dorothy.

the universitv's exclusive
beverage provider, supply
ing the campus with soft
drinks, sports drinks, juic
es, and bottled water.
A committee of stu
dents, faculty, and deans
was appointed bv presi
dent Peter Hoff to make
recommendations on how
the money was to be spent
Classroom renovations
were at the top of the list.

Francis "Andy"
Andrews '42
honored
Francis "Andy" Andrews,
Class of 1942, was the re
cipient of the 2000 Alumni
Career Award presented
during reunion weekend.
The award is the most pres
tigious presented by the

University of Maine Alum
ni Association
After graduating from
Maine, serving in World
War II, and earning an
MBA from Harvard, An
drews founded American
Fund Raising Services, Inc.
As head of that company,
he quickly became a pio
neer in the development of
modern fundraising meth
ods such as the personal
computerized letter, the re
sponse form, and the pic
ture window envelope. In
1983 his company intro
duced a state-of-the-art,
interactive, computerized
development system for
nonprofit organizations
featuring the "automated
office." His innovations
have benefited charitable
and educational institu
tions around the world.
Receiving the 2000 Ber
nard Lown '42 Alumni Hu

manitarian Award was
Mary Crowley Mulvey '30.
Mulvey was a pioneer in
raising awareness of prob
lems faced by the elderly
and was instrumental in
the passing of legislation
such as the Older Ameri
cans Act and Medicare.
Receiving the Pine Tree
Emblem Service Award
was Maria Fuentes '85G.
Fuentes has served on the
Alumni Association board
for 11 years, two years as
chair. She is a leader in the
Kennebec Valley Alumni
Chapter and was very in
volved in the successful
passage of the UMaine Sys
tem research and develop
ment bond issue last fall.

Hudson
Museum
establishes new
endowment
While at the University of
Maine, anthropologist and
professor Richard Emerick
devoted his time and ener
gy to educating students
and the community about
the world's cultures.
In honor of his work, the
University of Maine Foun
dation is establishing the
Richard Emerick Endow
ment Fund for the Hudson
Museum. Emerick was the
founder of the Hudson.
The fund will be used to
provide support for the
museum to expand educa
tional programming, de
velop new exhibitions, and
for new acquisitions and
preservation.
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Campus Briefs
Alumni House
Campaign
celebrates
UMaine record

UMaine Tour de
Sol team gets
another first
A team of UMaine engi
neering students and their
advisors ended up in the
winner's circle at the annu
al Tour de Sol solar vehicle
competition for a second
straight year. When the
race ended May 18 in
Washington, D.C., the So
lar Black Bear, a converted
Chevy S-10 pickup truck,
took first in the solar-elec
tric category.
The team also entered a
custom-built car, the Phan
tom Sol, which is powered
by lead-acid batteries. That
entry came in eleventh in
its category.
More than 40 vehicles
participated in the 12th an
nual Tour de Sol which be
gan on May 12 in New York
City. The race is a showcase
of alternative technology
vehicles such as an electric
Blue Bird school bus, the
hybrid (electric and gas)
Honda Insight, and a car
powered by an electric
motor and a hydrogen fuel
cell.
The event is coordinat
ed by the Northeast Sus
tainable Energy Associa
tion of Massachusetts.
In addition to driving
the prescribed course, par
ticipating teams competed
in technical maneuvers and
displayed their vehicles to
the public. Teams received
points for performance and
reliability as well as design,
consumer acceptance, and
other criteria.

Hosting a reception at the new Alumni House site during
Reunion 2000 were Alumni House national campaign chair
William Treat '40 and his wife Vivian.

Nine UMaine students
participated in the event
with support from private
and university donors.
Paul Van Steenberghe of
the Department of Mathe
matics and Statistics and
Ben Dresser '71 of Bio-Re

source Engineering ad
vised the group
Representative John
Baldacci '86 and Senator
Susan Collins met with the
students at the end of the
competition in Washing
ton, D C

More than 150 University
of Maine alumni and
friends gathered during
Reunion 2000 for a celebra
tion of the success of the
University of Maine's
Buchanan Alumni House
fundraising campaign
More than $6.7 million
have been donated to the
project, vx hich will be fund
ed entirely by private do
nations Currently, 13,378
UMaine alumni from all
over the U S. have given
money to the project. The
total number of contribu
tors and the total amount
donated are both UMaine
records

Alumni and friends using www.mainealumni.com
Hundreds of University of Maine alum
ni and friends are starting their online
day with www.mainealumni.com, a
new UMaine portal provided by the
alumni
association
and
MyPersonal.com, the nation's leading
affinity portal provider.
A portal is a centralized online re
source (like Yahoo) where users can find
and access services such as news,
weather, e-mail, search capabilities, and
much more. The new alumni associa
tion portal is designed specifically for
UMaine alumni and friends, combining
the latest news, sports, and events in
formation from the university with the
best of the Web. And by using
www.mainealumni.com, alumni help
support their alma mater since a por
tion of all proceeds generated by activ

ity on the portal is donated to the alum
ni association.
"We wanted to provide our graduat
ing seniors as well as all alumni with the
online tools and services they need, in
cluding a free, lifetime e-mail address,"
said alumni association executive direc
tor Jeff Mills '83.
Alumni and friends can now log on
to www.mainealumni.com to receive email, stay up-to-date on UMaine news
and sports scores, and find out about
alumni events. In addition, they can stay
current on national, international, and
financial news, search the Internet, and
shop at online stores. Users can also per
sonalize their stock portfolios.
Coming soon are discussion boards
where alumni will be able to stay in
touch with old friends and classmates.
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Seeking the
source of Sand
Beach
A quiet backwater lagoon
was once located where
Sand Beach and the crash
of ocean waves now attract
tourists at Acadia Nation
al Park, according to evidence from beach cores col
lected by a UMaine gradu
ate student. In the last few
thousand years, the beach
has been migrating land
ward as sea levels have
slowly risen, according to
work by Alison Brandes, a
master's degree candidate
in the department of geo
logical sciences.
Brandes worked with
park staff, and Joseph
Kelley and Daniel Belknap,
professors in the depart
ment, to collect sand cores
as deep as 10 feet below the
surface of the beach. In ad
dition to studying geologi
cal history, Brandes found
that the concentration of
shell fragments across the
surface of the beach varies
dramatically from about 70
percent within the tidal
zone to about 30 percent by
the dunes behind the
beach.
Research in 1992 by
Walter Barnhardt '92G,
'94G revealed a high con
centration of shell, or car
bonate material, at Sand
Beach His and other stud
ies raised questions about
the abundance of these
shell beaches in cool-water
settings.
"My goal was to contin
ue that work, to under

UMaine Internet
access crosses
cyber
threshold

Sand Beach at Acadia National Park

stand the history of Sand
Beach, why it is located
there, and how stable it is,"
says Brandes. "Normally,
carbonate tends to dissolve
in conditions of cold tem
peratures, high acidity like
acid rain, and low salinity."

UMaine
researchers to
test radon in
schools
A University of Maine re
search team is offering a
free radon screening to
schools in Maine. With as
sistance from a $25,000
grant from the U.S. Envi
ronmental
Protection
Agency (EPA), the re
searchers will determine
how much waterborne ra
don gets into the air with
in the school building.
Tom Hess, physics pro
fessor at UMaine, is con
ducting the project with
two graduate students,

Ralph Jones '99 of Milo and
Mary Jo Norris of Cleve
land, Ohio, and George
Bernhardt IV '94G, a
UMaine research scientist
They hope to complete
data collection in five to ten
schools this summer
Radon is a naturally oc
curring radioactive gas that
can seep into buildings
through surrounding soil
and bedrock as well as wa
ter supplies. It is consid
ered by the EPA to be sec
ond only to cigarette smoke
as a cause of lung cancer.
Hess and his colleagues
have studied radon in
Maine since the early 1980s.
Their work raised concern
about radon as a public
health issue around the
country. They have de
signed devices that remove
radon from water and have
shown that high concentra
tions of radon gas in homes
are associated with out
crops of granite bedrock.
Jones and Norris will use
data from the summer
project for their master's
degree projects.

Internet services to Maine's
research
institutions
crossed a major threshold
when a link to a high per
formance system known as
Abilene went into opera
tion this semester.
Internet traffic between
the University of Maine
and more than 90 other
U.S. research institutions
connected to Abilene now
travels over the new net
work. The UMaine connec
tion was established with
support from a $350,000
grant from the National
Science Foundation.
The new link means that
researchers can collaborate
on complex modeling
tasks, share sophisticated
instruments, and meet in
virtual groups without de
lays that have become com
mon on what has become
known as the "commodity
Internet."
Gerry Dube '63, '64G of
the University of Maine
System Network for Edu
cation and Technology Ser
vices (UNET) and John
Gregory of information
technology (IT) are coordi
nating the expansion of the
system which is also
known by the term Internet2.
Although the terms
"Abilene" and "Internet2"
are used interchangeably,
the former refers to a net
work while the latter refers
to academic collaboration.
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The new UMaine women's basketball coach, Sharon Versyp,

inherits a team without a bona fide star. That doesn't dampen her
enthusiasm a bit—she believes if she can get everyone pulling

together, great things can occur.
By Jim Frick
Photographs by Monty Rand

offers. She chose Purdue, a school
t might not be the ideal time
to be taking over the UMaine
that was entrenched in the bottom
of the Big Ten Conference In four
women's basketball pro
years, she was instrumental in mak
gram. After six consecutive
ing the team a winner and earning
NCAA appearances, expectations
are now perennially high Trouble is,
it a bid to the NIT Touinament It
the team just graduated 75 percent
was the beginning of a major turn
of its offensive punch—the third
around for Purdue, which just two
leading scorer in Black Bear history,
years ago reached the pinnacle of
one of the nation's assist leaders,
women's college basketball by win
and one of the conference's best
ning the national championship
three-point shooters And with the
Upon graduation, she took over
announcement that 6-4 center Mar
the head coaching job at Lawrence
tina Tinklova will not return to the
North High. At the time, that pro
team next year, UMaine is a team
gram had not won a game in two
without a bona fide star
years. It had lost 36 straight games
None of that bothers newly ap
Just two years later, Versyp had
pointed head coach Sharon Versyp.
turned the program around and it
This 34-year-old thrives on challeng
became runner-up in its section of
es and has a long history of helping
the Indiana high school tournament
to turn programs into winners.
Then after working as an assis
After being named "Miss Basket
tant at the University of Louisville,
ball" in Indiana in 1984, Versyp had
she followed head coach Bud
a wide range of college scholarship
Childers to James Madison Univer

I
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sity (JMU). It was another rebuild
ing project. Childers gave her in
creased responsibility and together
they helped turn James Madison
into a competitive program
At UMaine her challenge will be
a bit different With the Black Bears'
long history of success, there is no
need for turnaround Versy p's task
will be to maintain the team's unpressiv e record of success, and to do
it without a Cindy7 Blodgett, an Amy
Vachon, or a Jamie Cassidy.
But for the positix e thinking, en
ergetic new coach, it's not a monu
mental concern.
"People say you're losing 75 per
cent of your offense, isn't that a ma
jor concern7 Well, it's always a con
cern when you lose players, but it's
all part of the cyclical process of col
lege basketball," Versyp says "I
mean ev ery year you're losing some
kids."

Versyp says that her returning
players are extremely excited and
that pulling together through the
coaching transition may have
helped them to develop a special
chemistry.
“They seem like they've become
closer," she says. "They're all excit
ed—they all have something to
prove I think they want to show
they can still be contenders. One of
my great mentors is Gene Ready
(Purdue men's basketball coach),
who taught me a great deal about
how far you can go with team chem
istry and maximizing the potential
of the talent you have. If you have
heart, if you have desire, if you all
want to win and are all working to
ward the same goal, a lot of great
things can occur. "
Versyp also feels that the UMaine
program has all the ingredients nec
essary to maintain a topnotch pro

gram It was just those ingredients
that attracted her to the job in the
first place.
"When JMU came up to play
UMaine a few years ago, I really
enjoyed the hospitality, the crowds,
the excitement, and the ob\ ious love
and passion for the game," she re
calls "It's great when you have sup
port, and it's great when you have a
great tradition of women's basket
ball. When I came up foi the job in
terview I felt very comfortable, and
I felt there was good communica
tion It just felt like a perfect fit."
She also felt it was time for her
to move into a head coaching job at
the college level. With all her self
confidence and natural leadership
abilities, Versyp just wasn't cut out
to settle into a career in the assistant
coaching ranks
"I was ready tor it. I've always
wanted to be a head coach," she

says. "I kind of had a goal when I
started college coaching—to be an
assistant for four years and then to
be a head coach bv the time I was
34. So I was ready for it. When the
Maine job came open, I thought,
'This is a great situation for me.' So
my plan came to fruition."
The committee that chose Vers
yp for the job also felt she was ready
for the move
"Sharon stood out to me because
of her basketball knowledge," said
men's head coach John Giannini, a
member of the search committee. "1
was really impressed with how well
prepared she was to be a head coach
from the standpoint of her basket
ball philosophy. "
Athletic director Suzanne Tyler
was impressed with Versyp's com
bination of successful head coaching
experience at the high school with
her recruiting experience as an as-
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Sports
sistant college coach.
things in place here I'll try
"I liked that she had a
to build on top of that, to
broad-based recruiting
take us to that type of lev
background—across the
el "
country and international
That's the long term
ly," Tyler said. "And I also
goal For the short term,
liked that she just hit it off,
Versyp wants to keep the
and did a great job in her
Black Bears competitive in
press conference and in all
the conference and hopeful
of her interviews."
ly get back to the NCAA
Versyp is already putting
Tournament
her recruiting and commu
In addition to keeping
nication skills to work With
up the UMaine winning tra
five full scholarships avail
dition, Versyp also inherits
able next year, she will be
a role as a leading spokes
searching for a combination
person for women's basket
of the very best homegrown
ball in the state It's a role
Maine players and national
that former head coach
and international talent.
Joanne Palombo-McCalhe
"The University of Maine
took seriously and one that
is the only Division I sports
Versyp looks forward to
program in the state, so you One returning veteran who is expected to be a major con
"Most definitely," she
would hope that the best tributor for the Black Bears is Kizzy Lopez '01.
says "There's a parallel
players in Maine want to
with myr time in Indiana. I
come here," she says "You
was 'Miss Basketball,' which
don't want the top Maine
is very big in Indiana I went
high school players to leave
and
spoke all over the state
"You never know what the
the state This year we have
And when I was a player at
Heather Ernest and Julie
possibilities are. There are a lot of Purdue (where as a senior
Veilleux, the number one
she was chosen as the
and two players, coming to great things in place here. I'll try to
school's outstanding female
UMaine That's wonderful
athlete) and later a head
build on top of that, to take us to
We can't let those athletes
high school coach, I was
slip away Maine has great
very involved with helping
that type of level."
basketball But I think you
girls It's something I love to
also have to try to get the
do I'm looking forward to
best athletes no matter
doing more of it here in
where they are in the country"
Maine "
chemistry "
But while recruiting is important,
Being a role model and a spokes
When you talk to Versyp it's easy
Versyp thinks that good communi
person for women's basketball is
to believe that she will do just that
cation skills are the most valuable
also important to Versyp because
asset for a head coach.
She sets grand goals, and so far in
she wants to see the sport grow
her life, she's accomplished just
"You have to be able to commu
"I think it's going to continue to
about all of them. Mediocrity is just
nicate at all levels," she says "You're
grow," she says "It's come a long
not in her vocabulary.
communicating with your players,
way since I played in the mid '80s
with your recruits, with administra
She thinks UMaine could move
Increasing the fan base is the big key
up to the very elite echelons of wom
tors, with the media, with support
The WNBA and the Olympic games
en's basketball—maybe even anoth
people. You have to have great sup
are helping that. When the fan base
er UConn
port, good people around you, and
gets to a certain point, the NCAA
good kids on the team Once you
"You never know what the pos
Tournament will be held at neutral
have that, then it's my job to pull
sibilities are," she said after a press
sites just like the men's That will be
them all together and create a great
conference. "There are a lot of great
a big step forward
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Doing Policy-Relevant Science
Steve Kahl '77, '98G is the director of UMaine's Water Research
Institute. In that capacity, he's devoted to improving the science

involved in policy making and in being accountable to the taxpayers.
By Nicolas Houtman
n a public meeting
on the University
of Maine campus
last spring, tem
peratures rose as people
took sides. The issue was
global warming and its
potential impact on
Maine The question was
how the state and its citi
zens should respond
Steve Kahl (77, '82G,
'98G) had heard enough
bickering. "I can't believe
the animosity in this
room," he told the audi
ence. "I'm from Maine. If
we do reasonable things
to reduce mercury in our
lakes, to reduce air pollu
tion that causes asthma in
our kids, and helps con
trol climate change at the
same time, we all win.
Let's make sure that
whatever we do, we pro
tect the people who could
be negatively affected by
the way Maine responds
to this issue. But let's ad
dress the problem and
not sit here and point fin
gers at each other How
can anyone argue with that?" Re
markably, the comments brought
applause from both sides of the di
visive issue

I

search-based facts
and a desire to solve
problems. While par
ticipants eventually
agreed to disagree,
Kahl's comment shift
ed the discussion to
the issue at hand, the
possible degradation
of Maine's natural re
sources and the conse
quent shrinking of the
economic basis for
many of the state's ru
ral communities.
Kahl earned his
Ph.D. from UMaine in
geochemistry and has
worked for more than
a decade to improve
the science at the
foundation of state
and federal environ
mental policy. One
area of his research fo
cuses on the chemical
changes associated
with acid precipita
tion in Maine's water
sheds, an issue rele
vant to current de
Monty Rand photograph
bates over forest man
agement, Atlantic
salmon habitat, and
It was a typical comment from
reauthorization of the federal Clean
the director of UMaine's Water Re
Air Act.
search Institute (WRI) who enters
"University researchers, especialthe public arena armed with re
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ly at land-grant schools, should
strive to do policy-relevant science,"
says Kahl "Tax dollars support our
work, either through direct support
or government grants, and we
should be accountable to our constit
uents " He lives in Old Town with
his wife MaryAnn McGarry ('94,
Ph D. in science education), a facul
ty member in the UMaine College
of Education and Human Develop
ment, and daughter Sydney
Maine lakes have been the focus
of much of his work. Because they
generate recreation, provide drink
ing water, and prop up property \ al
lies, lakes are worth big money to
the state's economy. Kahl and his
colleagues have amassed an ency
clopedia on lake water quality. On
going efforts include the federal En\ ironmental Monitoring and Assess
ment Program (EMAP), the Bear
Brooks Watershed Manipulation
Project in Hancock County, and a
project in Acadia National Park
known as PrimeNet
All of this woik has contributed
to an emerging picture of chemical
processes within watersheds
"Steve has stubbornly continued
to find the resources to gather data
on lake and watershed chemistry,"
says Stephen A Norton, former
chair of the Department of Geologi
cal Sciences who also mentored Kahl
during his graduate student days.
"Now that effort is paying off. It
turns out that there are things go
ing on in our lakes that no one ex
pected Steve is recognized nation
ally for his role in demonstrating
how lake ecosystems change over
long periods of time "
In the meantime, Kahl has posi
tioned the WRI to be more than a
scientific enterprise As his comment
at the climate change meeting sug
gests, he places a high value on ap
plying scientific knowledge to prac
tical decisions
The billion dollar question for

Maine and the rest of the country,
he points out, is how watershed pro
cesses affect forests, fisheries, and
other critical resources

The Beginning

The WRI began as a geological sci
ences laboratory in the mid-1970s
under Norton's direction With ad
ditional grants and contracts, it has
evolved to its present status as a
multi-disciplinary organization
with an annual budget of more than
$1 5 million in grants and contracts
Affiliated staff members include 18
scientists from four UMaine colleg
es, nine departments, and two fed
eral agencies. They receive support
from 12 technical staff membeis and
six graduate students housed in the
institute
This year, 36 giaduate students
and a dozen undergraduates will
work in the institute foi at least part
of their programs
The institute is part of a national
network of similar units at land
grant universities With input from
a scientific advisory committee,
Kahl and WRI assistant Betty Lee
administer an annual federal water
research fund that, since 1995, has
awarded $465,000 to scientists and
students in Maine. The program also
supports the annual Maine Water
Conference and a series of publica
tions and workshops for teachers
During that same period, the
lab's facilities in the Sawyer Envi
ronmental Research Center have
expanded with almost $2 million
worth of new equipment, with most
of those dollars coming from agen
cy grants and contracts In fact, the
institute was expanding through
grants as the rest of the university
was downsizing due to the budget
constraints of the 1990s.
The Maine Department of Envi
ronmental Protection now relies on

the lab foi analysis of water and fish
samples as part of regular dioxin
monitoring and the surface water
toxics testing programs Previously,
that work had been performed out
of state Current WRI research
projects tackle topics ranging from
arsenic and dioxin to long-term
chemical processes in lakes and for
ests Related issues have taken cen
ter stage in Augusta and Washing
ton in recent years and led to legis
lation affecting lakes, rivers, dunk
ing water, and air quality
Maine Governor Angus King, the
U S Environmental Protection
Agency, and the National Institutes
ot Water Resources (NIWR) have
lecognized the contributions of the
WRI with awards and commenda
tions tor excellence A recent U S
Geological Survey scientific ieviewr
panel commended Kahl tor creating
a "national model tor water resourc
es institutes "
David Courtemanch '70, '82G, di
rector of the Division of Environ
mental Assessment at the Maine
DEP, calls the WRI a "topnotch lab
w'hose public service contributions
go well beyond the call ot duty It
has been of great benefit to the state
to have Ste\e and the WRI's other
high quality scientists available to
provide us with insights into com
plex en\ ironmental processes "
Phu osoi’H’i

"Personally, I take great pleasure in
doing research that leads me to tes
tify to a legislative subcommittee on
a policy issue," says Kahl "It means
that the research is applicable in a
meaningful time frame This type of
research also means that we ha\ e the
opportunity to tell the people of the
state what we are doing for them
wnth their tax dollars, and show' the
importance of higher education to
them, their sons and daughters, and
the economy of Maine "
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That philosophy has led Kahl and
his colleagues to serve on numerous
state-level professional groups,
some at the request of the governor.
Those groups include the River Flow
Advisory Commission, the Maine
Council on Environmental Monitor
ing and Assessment (Kahl is cochair), the Maine Environmental
Priorities Project, and the Great
Pond Task Force Kahl also serves on
the boards of the Lake Volunteer
Monitoring Program and the Maine
Lakes Conservancy Institute.
"In terms of economic impact, the
WRI has directly created a dozen
jobs in the Bangor area, largely with
dollars brought in from outside of
Maine But more importantly, our
research is relevant to the forests and
watei resources that support half of
the entire state economy," Kahl
adds
Acadia

One project that was many years in
the making got underway last sum
mer at Maine's most popular tour
ist destination, Acadia National
Park. Known by the code word
PrimeNet, the Acadia project in
volves university researchers, state
agencies, and the federal govern
ment.
The immediate goal is to deter
mine if watershed characteristics
such as soil type, vegetation, and
land use history can be used as reli
able indicators of mercury concen
trations in fish If they succeed, re
searchers could give government
officials a method for calculating the
risk that fish in any one lake or pond
might have high mercury concentra
tions
Maine is one of 40 states to have
statewide fish advisories warning
the public to limit fish consumption
because of potentially high levels of
mercury.
The focus of the work is a pair of

watersheds on Mt Desert Island
Canon Brook drams off the south
west side of Cadillac Mountain, and
Hadlock Brook flows southeast off
Penobscot Mountain toward North
east Harbor.
"The paired watershed design
offers us an opportunity to study
complex processes in the relativ ely
controlled environment of a nation
al park," says Kahl. "Both water
sheds receive similar input from the
atmosphere and are subject to the
same climate. However, they have
very different features such as as
pect, soil, and vegetation Most im
portant, the Canon Brook watershed
was burned during the 1947 fire, and
the Hadlock watershed was not Our
hypothesis is that the Canon water
shed should export less mercury in
stream water than Hadlock. So far,
our preliminary data confirm that
view, suggesting that less mercury
is available for uptake by fish in
Canon."
It is likely, according to the hy
pothesis, that most of the mercury
that had accumulated on the Canon
Brook watershed prior to 1947 was
vaporized by the fire. All ot Maine
receives polluted air coming from
the Ohio River valley and up the
East Coast Mercury, lead, and oth
er pollutants have literally fallen
from the sky for decades Research
ers reason that since 1947, little mer
cury would have accumulated on
the steep slopes and thin soils ot
Canon because there was little for
est present to intercept and concen
trate the contaminants in precipita
tion That interception is the most
important mechanism for the trans
fer of pollutants from the atmo
sphere to the land, says Kahl.
What's Ahead

Acadia Superintendent Paul Haertcl praises Kahl's work on behalf of
the park's natural resources. "Steve

has been a vigorous and dedicated
advocate for the protection of Acadia National Park," wrote Haertel
recently. "Through his research ac
tivities, he has provided park man
agement with key baseline data
about the status of lake and stream
water quality."
WRI research is likely to bear
fruit in the near future as Congress
debates amendments to the Clean
Air Act The Act was last re-authonzed in 1990 through the skillful
maneuvering of Senator George
Mitchell of Maine. Acid rain reduc
tion was an important goal.
"Without a total system view
point, we can't predict the effect of
the Clean Air Act on surface wa
ters," savs Kahl "Debate on new
legislation will have to consider our
most recent data in order to reach a
consensus about whether to
strengthen or weaken the next CAA.
Of course, if the Act considers mer
cury this time around, then our con
tributions to the debate will be even
larger "
One of the emerging lessons from
WRI research concerns the complex
ity of watershed chemistry How
quickly lakes recover from decades
of acidic precipitation requires
knowledge of the interactions
among climate, soils, and the ecosys
tem. "Based on data that only we
have in Maine, these same interac
tions even control the pH and alka
linity of waters. It's now apparent
that recovery (from acid rain) will
take longer for lakes with larger
watersheds. No one would have
predicted that in 1990," Kahl notes
Kahl has met with administrators
and scientists in Washington to
present the results of work at Bear
Brook and Acadia as well as lake
studies throughout the state As the
political process evolves, we can
expect him to advise participants to
avoid finger pointing and deal with
the problem at hand.
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Moving into the Future
with a Sense of the Past
4

F

The University of Maine
enters the new century

with a growing

enrollment and some

great old structures in

need of repair. The
campus plan includes

limited new construetion, with a strong emphasis on restoring historic buildings at the center

of campus. Oh yes, parking will also be addressed.

UMaine president Peter Hoff said at
o question about it, a
his 1997 inaugural address
walk through the center
The preservation philosophy is a
ot the UMaine campus
strong focus of a campus plan that
can evoke a sense of
has
included some new construc
beauty and history—and for
many
tion, as well as long-range plans for
former students and employees, a
better parking and traffic flow
sense of belonging
Heading up the campus planning
But the years have taken their toll
efforts
is Anita Wihry '79G and '92G,
on many of the unique buildings
executive director of institutional
Some became unoccupied, others
and facilities planning While over
stood in dire need of repair
all and long-term planning are al
Faced with a growing enroll
ways in the back of her mind, she
ment, the university needed space
sees her immediate challenge as
for housing and classes And while
meeting the demands of an increas
some new construction would be
ing student enrollment
neccessary, the institution made a
"This summer we're trying to
strong commitment to enhance both
deal with issues of growth, while
the functionality and beauty of its
staying focused on positioning our
historic buildings
selves as a traditional residential
"I'm not as eager to erect new
campus," she said. "We have taken
buildings as I am to make existing
a number of initiatives now to try to
space fit for the 21st century,"

N
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accommodate our students in oncampus housing"
<
One positive move in that direc
tion will be the reopening of Oak
Hall as a student residence The
building has been used for storage
for ov er a decade Other projects in
clude an oxerhaul of Estabrooke
Hall and renovation of Colvin Hall
which will become what Wihry
terms a "living-learning honors en
vironment "
"This is a long-term theme of the
dexelopment of campus—the inte
gration of academic and residence
hall programs," she noted.
Along with the renovated build
ings, the university is also planning
a new residential complex which
Photograph on this page portrays the
campus in 1904. Opposite page: a
recent aerial photo of the university.

will be located near Doris Twitchell
Allen Village.
Although the UMaine campus is
extensive, finding sites for new con
struction is not easy
"We don't have a whole lot of
suitable sites left," Wihry says.
"We're surrounded by wetlands,
and we are committed to a focus on
the mall, which is fairly well devel
oped "
)
All the new and renovated facili
ties will be taking into account new
student preferences, including mov
ing to primarily single occupancy
rooms
Adding to the pressures on stu
dent housing was the fire in Han
cock Hall in the spring
"Obviously, one of the most prag
matic issues we're dealing with is
Hancock Hall. As a result of the fire,
it needs to be rebuilt and we've got
lots of time pressures there," Wihry
said.
It's not just student housing
that's getting some attention. There
will be an addition to Hitchner Hall

(food science) and a much-needed
renovation of Aubert Hall to meet
the program needs of the university
and also satisfy code and access
standards. And then there is the
major renovation of the Memorial
Union. That $12.5 million project
was begun last winter and will add
51,000 square feet of space, nearly
doubling the size of the facility.
UMaine alumni Russell Bodwell '44
and Ormand Wade '61 have been in
strumental in helping to raise funds
for the project.
There's also been work going on
at Chadbourne Hall and the Presi
dent's House Not to mention the
planning involved in the new
Buchanan Alumni House and the
new Public Safety Building.
All in all, it's a very busy time for
Wihry But she knows the results are
worth the hard work.
"It's a very busy summer," she
savs. "But as we come to the conclu
sion of the projects that we are start
ing or working on now, we're going
to see a very much improved Uni

versity of Maine campus."
One new idea that has aided the
university in its goal of preserving
its historic structures is the Adopta-Building Program. Wihry calls it
"a new way of looking at fundrais
ing opportunities to preserve build
ings on campus."
"Usually requests for mainte
nance money are not as appealing
to donors as suggestions for new
construction," she notes. "In this
program, we are seeking donors
who have an interest in existing
structures on campus because of
their history, the programs they
house, or their role in maintaining
UMaine's heritage."
Wihry says that Colvin Hall is the
most developed of the Adopt-aBuilding program. And she credits
the Alumni Association and its work
with reunion classes for assisting the
development office in making that
effort a success.
Day-to-day projects are one
thing. But Wihry also has to keep an
eye on the longer term. One thing
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that looms on the horizon is the con
struction of the Buchanan Alumni
House and essentially, the develop
ment of a formal entrance to the Uni
versity of Maine.
"We're close to realizing now a
triangle of buildings that will wel
come people into what we have al
ways thought of as an entrance to
the historic center of campus,"
Wihry says. "We have Chadbourne
Hall with admissions, the newly
renovated Heritage House with ad
vancement and development oper
ations, and soon Alumni House,
which will be a focal point for visi
tors." /
She believes that Alumni House
will further clarify the roles of the
various entrances to campus, with
Rangeley Road being used for ser
vices and the Maine Center for the
Arts, and the Alfond Arena entrance
primarily for athletics.
Along with entrances, of course,
comes the question of where to park.
That problem also occupies a good
deal of Wihry's time.
"It's an issue on two levels," she
says. "One is the question of how
you integrate parking into the over
all functioning of the campus and
what priority parking should have.
The other is just how do you pro
duce enough spaces? We're hoping
to get two new parking lots under
way this summer."
As for traffic flow, it's been rec
ommended that the university hire
a professional master planning firm
to further study traffic problems
Special attention will be paid to traf
fic in the Alfond Arena area.
Wihry says the overall goal in
traffic planning is to get less traffic
in the center of the campus
"We've always been committed
to being a pedestrian campus,"
Wihry explains "A lot of the regu
latory requirements that we now
have to meet will help us move in
that direction."
The pedestrian focus goes handin-hand with a greater emphasis on
the mall as the center of the univer
sity's life. It also fits in nicely with

Campus map to highlight UMaine history
ast summer, a group
of faculty members
launched a grassroots
campaign to step up steward
ship of the University of
Maine campus. The ground
swell of support from other
faculty and members of the
university
community
prompted a proposal to es
The President's House
tablish a "maps and plaques"
project that would highlight UMaine's unique history and resources
Now a $7,500 gift from an anonymous donor through the Univer
sity of Maine Foundation will fund development of a campus heri
tage map highlighting historic sites such as buildings, important land
marks, and accomplishments at UMaine. As part of the process of
determining the most important landmarks, opinions were solicited
from the university community
By September, the committee hopes to have historical plaques made
for a number of campus landmarks
"The maps and plaques project is about bringing an esprit de corps
back to campus," said history professor emeritus David Smith '56G,
'58G, one of the members of the campus map ad hoc committee.

L

the emphasis on history, by going
back to planning ideas put forth ear
lier in the century.
"We're definitely looking at a re
vitalization of the mall area," Wihry
says. "We're beginning to develop a
line of buildings that would allow us,
at some point, to minimize the
amount of roads and traffic. A good
example of that is the Hitchner Hall
addition."
Wihry noted that the campus plan
done by the famous Olmsted Brothers in the early 1930s called for a sec
ond mall area on the other side ot the
Fogler Library
"We're setting up at least the po
tential to implement that plan from
the late '30s," Wihry says "Whether
we actually go in that direction is still
a big question mark, but we've been
pretty careful not to do something
that would prevent it from being pos
sible. That's where the traffic flow
questions become important. If you
take the area behind the library and
make it the second big pedestrian

area of the campus, then the next
question is how do you route traf
fic around the university?"
What has many people, includ
ing Wihry, excited are the projects
that are already revitalizing the
mall In addition to the reno\ ations
and additions to the Memorial
Union, Hitchner, and Aubert, there
are plans for a new engineering re
search building in the area of Bar
rows Hall.
"These projects are part of an
initiative which will give that por
tion of the campus a strong focus
on engineering and science re
search," Wihry says.
And so the University of Maine
moves into the new century with
a commitment to state-of-the-art
facilities for its students and fac
ulty. But it is doing so with a
heightened sensitivity to the his
toric features of the campus and
greater attention to how its rich
heritage can enhance today's aca
demic programs.
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Alumni House Campaign
ets

Fund Raising Records

More than 200 University of Maine alumni and

friends gathered on Friday, June 2, during Reunion
2000 to celebrate the success of the University’s
Alumni House fund raising campaign.
The campaign has set new standards for charitable

giving at the University. Over $6.7 million in gifts and
pledges have been contributed to Alumni House—the
largest amount in the history of UMaine for a single

construction project by private contributors. Alumni
House has also set a new record in the total number of
gifts with 13,378 alumni and friends contributing as of

P James Dowe ’72 and

William W. Treat '40

June 2.

Honorary National Campaign Chair William W.
Treat, a 1940 UMaine graduate who is a former judge,

United Nations diplomat and adviser to four U.S.
presidents, was joined by Amos E. Orcutt, president

of the University of Maine Foundation and Jeffery N.
Mills, president of the University of Maine Alumni

Association to announce the campaign’s record
breaking fund raising results.
Dianne Hoff, wife of UMaine President Peter S.
Hoff, and P. James Dowe, a UMaine graduate who is

president and CEO of Bangor Savings Bank and who

Vivian Treat enjoying the celebration

serves as chair of the capital campaign’s Maine
Division, recognized the 57 leadership donors who
have supported the project with gifts ranging from
$25,000 to $1 million.
Gifts include $1 million from Dr. Robert D.
Buchanan, a 1944 UMaine graduate for whom the
building will be named. Buchanan is a Caribou
native who is retired from a California dental

practice.
Other top gifts include $500,000 from the
People of MBN A America; $500,000 from Mr.
and Mrs. Francis S. Andrews of Lincoln, MA;
$3 18,000 from the estate of Mr. and Mrs. Warren
W. Flagg; $264,000 from the Class of 1943;
$250,000 from Mr. and Mrs. William W. Treat of
Stratham, NH and Naples, FL; and $250,000
from the University of Maine Foundation. A
$100,000 in-kind gift from Larry K. Mahaney, a
UMaine graduate who is CEO of Webber Energy
Fuels, was announced at the event. It is the
largest gift of in-kind materials and supplies to the
campaign.
Buchanan Alumni House will be located on
College Avenue in Orono and will serve as the
new “front door” for UMaine. It will be the oncampus home to the University’s 87,000 living
alumni and its friends and will showcase the

■

University and its prominent graduates through a
umber of unique spaces.
Two businesses headed by UMaine alums
^ve assisted with the Alumni House project.
°eers Associates, Consultants in Philanthropy
hd Fund Raising, directed the $6.7 million
i.ipital campaign. WBRC Architects-Engineers,
Resigned the 33,000 square foot building. Both
rms are located in Bangor.
Construction of Alumni House is planned to
:egin in spring 2001.
I
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A Note of Thanks ...
We wish to thank all of the Alumni House donors and
volunteers. We deeply appreciate the time, energy, and
commitment shown by so many University of Maine
alumni and friends. Without your support this project
would never have been possible.
There are a number of naming gift opportunities
remaining in Buchanan Alumni House. If you are
interested in receiving a Naming Gift Opportunities booklet
or more information, please give us a call.
Watch for construction beginning next spring and be
ready for the next big celebration—when the University's
new Alumni House opens.
Sincerely,
Amos E. Orcutt ’64

Jeffery N. Mills ’83, Ph.D.

For more information on

MAINE’S Alumni House Campaign
please contact:
Jeffery N Mills '83. Ph.D , President
Umyirsiiy of Mmni Alumni Associytion

PO Box 550. Orono. Maine 04473-0550
Tfliphoni- 207-581-2586 or 1-800-934-2586
Amos E. Orcui i '64. Pri sidlnt
University of Myim Folndytion

Frederick E. Hutchinson ’53 and
Arthur A. Comstock

80 Exchyngi Strict, Sixth Fioor. FuftCintir
PO Box 2220, Bangor, M yini 04402-2220
Telephone- 207-947-5100 or 1-800-982-8503

Buchanan

LtMM

Housf Donors

OF $1000 OR MORE

I

Nor RECOGNIZED PREVIOUSLY*

Benefactors

Founders
/ebbfr Energy Fuels - Larry K. Mahaney ’51

Partners
.obert C. Burgess '54 and Hildegard Burgess

Glorge R. Gra\ '50 and Norma M. Gray '52

Benjamin D.

and

Donna G. Harrington '49 '48

Jeffrey

and

Elizabeth Locke ’79 ’77

Builders
H. Maxwi ll Burry '57

and

Marion F. Plouff Trust , Fli

Shirley Burry

ei

Bank Trustee

Jamls H. Goh ’63 in Memory of

Maureen Htnry Goef Class

oi

1963

Mfrrill

M-Club
Merchants Bank

Mary C. Mulvey ’30
W. Tom

and

Bonnie P. Sawyer '70 '70

William C. Swift ’84

Si even R. Harvly ’79

WBRC Architects - Engineers

In Honor or Jane Si evens Harvey ’54

Supporters

and

Harmon D. Harvey ’54
John Wardwfll ’77

Robert E. Baldacci ’74

and

Kathlfen S. Baldacci

Barry J. Hobbins ’73

*GlFIS OF $1,000 OR MORL BY INDIVIDUALS TO RI UNION CLASSES WILL BE LISTED IN THE WINTER MAINF MAGAZINE.
JIBi

No Place Like Home
Cathra Chappelle

'92 is an Old Town

When Cathra Chappelle '92 was a 14-year-old high school student in

Old Town, she wanted to spend her summer vacation doing some

thing to help people. She decided to become a junior volunteer at
Eastern Maine Medical Center (EMMC). In her candy stripe uniform

native and a former
candy striper at

Eastern Maine
Medical Center.
When she finished

she did whatever the nurses asked—feeding patients, making beds,
delivering flowers. It was her first introduction into the world of medi

cine and it made a big impression.

Eleven years later, after graduating from UMaine and completing
medical school at the University of Vermont, Chappelle returned to
EMMC as a medical doctor, eager to start helping patients in the Fam

ily Practice Residency Program.

It was comforting to begin her career in such a familiar setting, but
also strange to get reacquainted with hospital staffers in such a dif

medical school, she

decided to return

to Maine to do her

ferent role
"Not too many people remembered me," Chappelle says. "The vol

unteer director did remember after I talked to her. I saw a lot of the
same nurses there from when I was 14."
Chappelle's return home to practice her profession might not seem

like anything special. But in a time when we are reading stories about

residency at

Maine's "brain drain"—young professionals leaving the state for

EMMC with the

higher profile and perhaps more lucrative positions in metropolitan

areas—it's refreshing to hear of Chappelle's commitment to serve her

goal of becoming a

traditional town
doctor.

state.

I

"I knew I wanted to come back to Maine eventually, but to have
the opportunity so early in my training was very special," she says.

"And the program at EMMC is very good—it was a good fit for what
I needed."
Chappelle says she would like to stay in Maine. She likes being

able to spend a lot of time with her family and also enjoys outdoor
activities like kayaking (included in that family is father and former

By Jim Frick
Photographs by Kathy Snow Rice '8 3
20 Maine
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UMaine basketball great, Thomas
"Skip" Chappelle '62)
She notes that a lot of her friends
who were top students from high
school went off to college and ended
up settling out of state.
"Yes, I see that as a problem," she
says.
Robin Pritham, MD '78G, the di
rector of the Family Practice Resi
dency Program, says that
it's not all that unusual
for medical school gradu
ates from Maine to return
to their home state. He
notes that another
UMaine graduate, John
Patten '94, is among the
young doctors in the resi
dency program with
Chappelle, and he re
members of the 20 Main
ers in his program at the
University of Vermont
Medical School, about
half returned to Maine.
Still, he says that there
are never enough Mam
ers to fill out a residency
class. And he adds that an
even bigger problem is
getting more to go to the
underserved, rural sec
tions of the state after
their residency is com
pleted
"The rural areas are really hurt
ing," he says He notes that one of
the primary missions of his resi
dency program is to be a source of
new doctors for rural areas.
Chappelle would consider serv
ing in a rural area after her residency,
especially, she notes, because it
would probably bring the benefit of
government assistance in paying off
her medical school loans
She is currently getting some
firsthand exposure to the medical
problems in rural Maine In addition
to seeing patients at the Family Prac
tice Center, second year residency
doctors serve a "rural rotation" in
areas such as Lincoln and DoverFoxcroft. For Chappelle that means
working for a month in Lincoln

where, without access to many spe
cialists, she is called upon to provide
a wide range of services But the big
gest problem she's encountered is
the patients' lack of access to medi
cal insurance
"There are too many patients, es
pecially the eldeily, who don't have
the finances to get their medication,"
she says "It's sad when you have

"There are too many
patients, especially the

ner in a group practice, with a focus
on obstetrics," Chappelle says "Not
all doctors like to do that and I think
it keeps your practice young and
keeps you involved with families,
which I like There's a real connec
tion made when you care for some
one carrying a baby, then you deliver
the baby, and then you care for the
newborn child."
Even
though
Chappelle's volunteer
work at EMMC as a
youth made a big impres
sion on her, she didn't
actually decide to be
come a doctor until her
senior year at UMaine
And although the univer
sity had no set premed
program, she felt ex
tremely well prepared for
medical school
"I took all the basic
science courses," she
says "The university
listed the courses you
needed to take if you
wanted to be a dentist or
a doctor I think I was
very w ell prepared I had
courses in histology, bio
chemistry, and physiol
ogy at the university that
were very wrell taught "
Chappelle also thinks
that not coming from a straight pre
med program was not a hindrance
to acceptance at medical school
"They really like a diverse back
ground from students," she says
"E\ en people who are English litera
ture or dance majors can be accepted
if they' take the right chunk of
courses and do well on all their en
trance exams "
Chappelle's chances of accep
tance at medical school were likely
enhanced by the commitment to
public health she demonstrated
while she was a UMaine student
She was part of a preventive medi
cine group that worked out of the
Cutler Health Center.
"We would travel to different

elderly, who don't have the
finances to get their

medication. It's sad when

you have someone in your

J

office who you know needs

medication and that person
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can't afford it."
someone in vour office w ho you
know needs medication and that
person can't afford it "
Exposure to rural health prob
lems is just one aspect of the com
prehensive program at the Family
Practice Center
"Family practice encompasses a
lot of medicine," Chappelle explains
"We deliver babies. We work with
children And we take care of adults
in their later years We do a little
pediatrics, we do adult medicine,
and everything in between And we
spend time in the intensive care unit
and the emergency room "
All of which is perfect prepara
tion for Chappelle, who aspires to be
the traditional "town doctor "
"I'd like to be a general practitio

dormitories
two
nights a week and
give health screenings
for students/7 she re
members. "We would
do blood pressure
readings, check for
flexibility, check vi
sion, body fat, and
educate students on
nutrition and exercise.
i
Chappelle worked
in the preventive
medicine student
group for three years
and during that time
started a cholesterol
screening program
for faculty, staff, and
students.
"I learned a lot
about preventive
medicine while I was
at the university," she
says "It was a great
experience I still ad
dress
preventive
medicine at every op
portunity when I'm
with a patient. Wear
your seatbelt, put on
sunscreen, exercise—
things like that."
At medical school,
Chappelle
was
pleased to see that
preventive medicine had become an
important topic. But she thinks other
things that she now finds impor
tant—social issues, and physician/
patient relationships in particular—
were not emphasized enough.
"When you're in medical school,
you focus on what you need to do
to get through," she says. "There is
so much to learn and if you don't
need to know something for an
exam, then you don't pay much at
tention to it. Dealing with death and
dying, and other social issues are ad
dressed to a degree, but they aren't
on exams, so they aren't taken so se
riously We probably had a one hour
lecture on death and dying. You
have to learn by experiencing it in

But much to
Chappelle's dismay,
in our world of high
technology and time
crunching HMOs,
she thinks the psy
chosocial aspect of
medicine is getting
lost.
"In this day and
age of HMOs, we are
seeing a patient ev
ery 15 minutes," she
says. "There is pres
sure on you to pro
duce numbers. More
documentation—the
paperwork is unbe
lievable. You only
have a small win
dow, maybe three or
four minutes, to talk
and listen. And that's
not good because
one of the best parts
of being a physician
are the personal rela
tionships that can de
velop. By listening,
you can learn so
much more about
where people are
coming from. When
vou know about
their families, what
they did during their
lives, it can reveal so
much. Someone like a farmer who
has been hard-working his entire life
but then has a leg amputated and
has to give it up How does that af
fect him mentally?"
For a doctor so people-oriented,
it sounds as if family practice is ex
actly the right choice for Chappelle.
And with her holistic and very
human approach to medicine, her
future patients are likely to feel bet
ter both physically and mentally.
"I like to say to a patient, 'Next
time you come, I'll bring a cup of cof
fee and we'll just chat.' They leave
laughing and 1 think sometimes that
can be better medicine than any
thing else."
*

real life as a doctor. It's one of those
things that you should have learned
in medical school, but you don't
learn until you're actually doing it."
Another thing that Chappelle has
learned from her experience is the
importance of listening to her pa
tients. She says if doctors listen re
ally closely, patients can usually tell
you what's wrong with them.
"I want to look into the patient's
story—cut through all the technical
stuff," she says. "You need to say
'What's happened to you since the
last time we talked7' There is usu
ally something on their minds that
they need to talk about. Just sitting
and talking with a patient is my fa
vorite part of the visit."
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Jeff Sturgeon '89

Bringing the Games
to Disney's Wide
World of Sports
hen you think of visit
Sturgeon first started with Disne}
ing Walt Disney World
12 years ago after working in restau
in Florida, you proba
rants in Maine and the Virgin Is
bly don't think sports
lands, where he met his wife, Patti
Yet right next to the famous
Shetheme
had a brother who worked at
park is a vast 200-acre complex
Disney World and Sturgeon landed
known as Disney's Wide World of
a job at one of the many Disney res
Sports. It includes state-of-the-art
taurants He then progressed into ca
facilities for baseball, football, bas
tering sales and ser\ ices A few years
ketball, track and field, soccer, softlater he joined the Disney sports
ball, tennis, golf, volleyball, archery,
team—not long after the concept toi
laciosse, gymnastics—well just
the Wide World of Spoi ts took hold
about everything that you don't
"I didn't plan on staying with
compete in on ice or in the water.
Disney this long, but I've kind of
And when you \ lsit, you might
settled in and now we really enjoy
see the Atlanta Braves in a spring
the area," he explains Sturgeon lives
training game, Tiger Woods play in
in Winter Park with Patti and their
a PGA tournament, the Harlem Glo
three sons, Peter, Patrick, and Mat
betrotters tram at their winter home,
thew "It's really been a great oppor
track and field championships, pro
tunity because I've practically
fessional tennis, or any number of
changed careers here three times and
top college and high school athletic
I didn't have to change companies
competitions.
or pick up and move to do it "
In fact, you might even catch the
When Sturgeon first joined the
University of Maine Black Bear softsports division, there were just 10
ball team at the topnotch softball
other employees Now there are over
quadrant The team has played
200 That's how fast the complex has
games there during their annual
grown and how popular a spot it has
spring tour in Florida
become for athletic events
One of the people who helps to
"We currently host about 170
attract these big e\ ents to Disney's
events a year here," Sturgeon says
Wide World of Sports is University
"We have professional events like
of Maine alumnus Jeff Sturgeon '89
the Atlanta Braves and the PGA tour,
It seems like a perfect job for an ex
but most of time the facilities are
athlete like Sturgeon, who captained
used for youth and amateur athletic
the 1984 UMaine basketball team.
events One of our major clients is
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I
the Amateur Athletic Union, which
brings in about 40 events a year "
Among those AAU events is the
two-week long summer tournament
which attracts some of the nation's
best high school basketball players
and almost all of the nation's major
college coaches. Sturgeon says that
part of the idea of Disney going into
sports was to reach out to the teen
age market
"At some point, as kids get old
er, it isn't as cool to go to Disney
World," Sturgeon explains. "But
playing sports is always cool, so we
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pick them up through that."
Sturgeon's job title is program
ming manager. His actual job is to
attract sporting events and negoti
ate to bring them to Disney's Wide
World of Sports. Toward that end, he
works with all the governing bod
ies like USA Wrestling, USA Gym
nastics—work that puts him on the
road 10 to 12 times per year. Stur
geon also has responsibility for mar
keting the Disney marathon.
One of his most memorable ex
periences was giving an overview on
Disney's Wide World of Sports to the
NBA Coaches Association. At that
presentation, he had the chance to
reunite with former teammates and
current NBA assistant coaches Jim
Boylen '87 and Rick Carlisle '83.
In all his work with the sports
complex, Sturgeon says he finds be
ing a former athlete a help.
"Being a former athlete is defi
nitely a plus," Sturgeon says. "It
helps a lot. Being able to talk sports
helps on the business side. It opens
up a common bond with all the folks
you have to deal with. Many of the
people here on the sports team at
Disney are ex-athletes. The vice pres
ident who started the whole project
was a football player at Dartmouth."
Sturgeon has fond memories of
his basketball playing days at
UMaine, but old college injuries pre
vent him from taking advantage of
all the basketball facilities at Disney.
You're more likely to catch him on
one of the five Disney golf courses.
Although there are no current
plans for expansion, with 300 acres
of undeveloped land and an increas
ing demand for use of the complex,
Sturgeon sees lots of room for
growth in the Disney sports divi
sion. And with it should come even
greater opportunities for his own
career growth.
Photographs for this story were provid
ed by Disney.

Summer 2000 25

Alumni Newsmakers

Tom McKee '96 Takes Second in
World Kayak Competition
By Gladys Ganiel
Story and photograph courtesy of the Bangor Daily News

ive years ago, Tom McKee
swiftly flowing river prevents the
'96 was a financially
judges from seeing what the kayak
strapped college student
er is doing to keep himself spinning
trying to work his way
under the water.
through the University of Maine.
It has been a rapid rise to the top
When he took a job at the Ski Rack
for McKee, considering he "didn't
in Bangor, he just wanted to earn a
even know what whitewater kayak
few extra dollars. McKee never
ing was" when Oliver first put him
imagined that his new job would
in a boat at the Bangor YWCA. The
eventually propel him to a career as
Ski Rack conducts regular clinics at
a professional kayaker, a place on the
the YWCA to teach its customers
U.S. team, and a second place finish
how to "eskimo roll" their kayaks
in the squirt boat category at the
An eskimo roll occurs when the boat
World Freestyle kayak competition
flips upside down and the kayaker
in June in Sort, Spam.
must learn to roll it upright again.
"I was selling skis, and (manag
Oliver said he was impressed
er) Doug (Oliver, Class of z80) said I
with McKee from the start.
had to learn to kayak so I could sell
"Sometimes you can tell by how
boats. I took to it like a fish to wa
good they look the first time, and it
ter," McKee said.
was obvious with Tom. But to get to
The 26-year-old Orono man
this level—there's no way I thought
earned a position on the world team
he could get there. Especially in this
when he placed second in the pro
short (period) of time," he said.
division of the squirt boat category
McKee worked part time at the
at the National Freestyle competi
Ski Rack for three years. Oliver said
tion in Ducktown, Tennessee.
he instructed him initially, but most
Only the top two finishers quali
of McKee's kayaking skills have
fied. First place went to Clay Wright,
been self-taught.
the 1997 world champion.
McKee, a native of Wayne, was a
A freestyle kayaking competition
member of the Alpine ski team at
consists of three, 45-second runs. A
Maranacook High of Readfield. Ol
panel of four judges rates each kay
iver said he recognized his natural
aker on style, technique, and the
ability.
duration of his "mystery move."
"He's a very good athlete. He has
A kayaker executes his mystery
good awareness of his body. But he
move by keeping himself, and the
wouldn't have made it this far un
kayak, submerged in the rapid. It is
less he put in the time," Oliver said.
called a mystery move because the
It hasn't been easy for the Fox

F

croft Academy math teacher. McK
ee has had to balance full-time yearround training with a full-time job.
He also suffered a potentially career
ending injury two years ago after
dislocating his shoulder in an acci
dent on the Kenduskeag Stream.
The accident occurred in April,
but McKee was back in the water by
May. He traveled to Colorado, Ari
zona, California, and Oregon that
summer to hone his skills on bigger,
faster rapids. McKee and his wife
Shauna plan to move to a western
state, preferably Oregon, when they
return from Spain.
McKee said his typical training
regimen includes a couple of hours
in the water after school, and all day
on weekends. In the winter, he> cuts
back on his time in the river and con
centrates on weightlifting.
Christie Dobson, the U.S. Free
style team manager, commended
McKee for his worth ethic.
"It takes tons of time in the water
training to compete with the top
pros. Some of the pros paddle four
to six days a week. It's not unusual
for them to paddle 10 to 14 days in a
row. It's a lot of dedication on their
part," she said.
To qualify as a professional, a
kayaker must make the top five in
three competitions, or rodeos, in the
expert class within a year of the tri
als McKee said he participates in
about six rodeos each year.
I
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Jamie Cassidy '00
makes it to the WNBA
When former UMaine basketball star
Jamie Cassidy '00 didn't get drafted
by a WNBA team, she was disap
pointed but not discouraged. She
was confident that she was pro ma
terial. She got a chance as a free agent
with the Charlotte Sting. But with an
abundance of veteran centers, the
team soon released her Again she
was disappointed but not discour
aged. She knew the coach of the ex
pansion Miami Sol was impressed
with her play, and she immediately
had her agent give him a call
A week before the opening of the
WNBA season, she joined the Sol.
With just a few exhibition games to
prove herself, she made the team
She didn't expect to get much
playing time and she was right. The
first two games she didn't get off the
bench. Then in the third game, the
coach told her to get ready to make
her professional basketball debut.
"When he called my name to go
in, I thought I was hearing things,"
she recently told a Portland Press Her
ald writer. "I saw him looking at me
and my heart went 'boom-boomboom.'"
The nervous Cassidy scored 13
points to lead the team The next
game she scored seven And al
though her scoring production has
dropped off since then, she is seeing
playing time in just about every Sol
game.
Cassidy says that the biggest ad
justment in the pros is the speed and
athleticism of the WNBA players.
She plans to spend the off-season
doing weight training in her home
state of Massachusetts. Miami coach
Ron Rothstein has said that Cassidy
needs to get stronger and increase
her foot speed if she wants to make
an impact in the WNBA.
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Jamie Cassidy at a Miami Sol practice.
(Photo courtesy of the WNBA)

Donald Lewis '60
develops energy
efficient water heater
A new residential "heat pump hot
water heater" that uses up to 60 per
cent less electricity than a water
tank alone has been developed by
Nyle's Special Products, LLC The
president of Nyle is UMaine alum
nus, Donald C Lewis '60.
The new hot water heater attach
es to the water tank and brings wa
ter into the unit, heats it, and puts
it back into the tank. It also doubles
as a dehumidifier
Lewis, who designed the heat
pump, said it can heat water up to
160 degrees instead of the standard
120 degrees, and it automatically
switches back to the heating ele
ment in the water tank if the pump
malfunctions.
"It kinda looks like a small win
dow appliance," Lewis said "It's
not the kind of thing you would

find typically made in
Maine, but we're going
to build it in Maine."
Nyle's Special Prod
ucts, a division of Nyle
International Corpora
tion, is located in Brew
er, but is setting up a
manufacturing site for
the newly developed device in Bangor.
With up to five mil
lion electricity-based wa
ter tanks being used na
tionwide, the potential
market is substantial,
and the company is con
sidering putting them on
retail shelves after its
wholesale sales take off,
Lewis said
The retail price for each unit
could be about $700, and could save
homeowners about $40 per month
on their power bills
"Typically these will pay for
themselves in a year or two," Lewis
said
Lewis is energized about the heat
pump's sales outlook
"We're talking big numbers," he
said
The company’ received its first or
der for 5,000 from a southern New
England utility last spring. Other or
ders have been put on hold until full
production gets under way later this
year
"The first order gi\ es us a run
ning start," Lewis said "This partic
ular utility thinks this is something."
Nyle Industrial Corporation is
the parent company of Ny^er Medi
cal Group of Bangor. Sam Nyer is
chairman of Nyle Industrial and
oversees the Nyer Medical Group
Lewis is president of Nyle Industri
al and oversees the manufacturing
of all heat pumps
(By Deborah Turcotte Seavey, cour
tesy of the Bangor Daily News.)

Charlie Cyr '77
appointed as Olympic
skating team leader
Last fall, Charlie Cyr '77 of Palm
Desert, California, realized a dream
come true when he received notice
from the International Skating
Union of his appointment to the lev
el of world championship dance
judge.
The prestigious appointment
represents one of the highest judg
ing honors in figure skating and is
awarded to those few individuals
who have dedicated their lives to the
sport. The designation, currently
held by five other American judges,
qualifies Cyr to judge all sanctioned
World and Olympic skating compe
titions.
Last October, Cyr was named
team leader for the 2002 Olympics
in Salt Lake City, Utah. As team lead
er, Cyr will be the official captain
and representative of the entire U.S.
figure skating team overseeing all
coaches, trainers, and athletes. The
appointment will preclude him from
judging in the 2002 games.
The 44-year-old Canadian born
Cyr, a competitive skater in his
youth, earned an academic scholar
ship to UMaine. In 1980, he accept
ed a position with the Eisenhower
Medical Center. He remained at
Eisenhower for nine years before
joining Desert Orthopedic Center
where he has held the position of
administrator since 1995.
He started judging at the age of
19 and by the time he was 25 he had
received his Canadian National ap
pointment. In 1983, he transferred
his credentials and became a Unit
ed States competition judge. The fol
lowing year, he obtained his U.S.
national and dance judge creden
tials. In 1993, he was named an in
ternational judge.

George Singal '67
receives confirmation
for federal judgeship

Charlie Cyr'77

Michael McNamara
chosen president and
CEO of Peoples
Heritage Bank
Michael W. McNamara '67 is now
president and chief executive offic
er of Peoples Heritage Bank. Previ
ously, McNamara was Maine district
president of KeyBank.
McNamara brings 30 years of
banking experience to his new posi
tion. Prior to joining KeyBank, he
held managerial positions at Fleet
Financial Group and The Merrill
Bankshares Company His respon
sibilities have encompassed such di
verse areas as branch management
and administration, commercial and
municipal lending, and retail bank
ing McNamara is a resident of Cape
Elizabeth.
"I am extremely pleased to have
a banker of Mike McNamara's ex
perience and ability join our compa
ny," said William Ryan, the holding
company's chairman, president, and
chief executive officer. "We will be
an even stronger bank in Maine, our
oldest market, where we enjoy the
leading market share."

Bangor attorney George Singal '67
was confirmed to be a federal judge
by the U S. Senate in late June. He
will fill a position left open by the
March death of U.S. District Judge
Morton Brody.
Singal will become an Article 3
judge (one of three in Maine) with
the authority to preside at criminal
and civil proceedings and to levy
sentences. Article 3 judges serve life
time appointments made by the
president and confirmed by the Sen
ate.
U.S Representative John Baldac
ci '86 spearheaded Singal's nomina
tion. He said he was very pleased
that Singal's nomination had passed
the final hurdle For his part, Singal
said he was very grateful for the
support of Baldacci and the entire
Maine delegation.
The entire Maine congressional
delegation was commended for its
support of the Singal nomination.
Singal was nominated for the
nation's second highest court—the
Circuit Court of Appeals—three
years ago. Though he was not select
ed for that position, the exposure
and experience may have paved the
way for his smooth background
check.
Singal, who, after graduating
from UMaine, received his law de
gree from Harvard, earned a quick
endorsement from the American Bar
Association.
Singal has practiced law for 30
years with the firm of Gross, Min
sky, Mogul, and Singal and has been
listed in "Best Lawyers in America"
since 1989.
(From stories by Nancy Garland,
courtesy of the Bangor Daily News.)
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Maine Scenic Splendor:
The play of color, light and shadow
Paul A. Knaut Jr. '42
Scenic Art Inc., Oakland, CA., 1995
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You know him from postcards, na
ture magazines, calendars, and 3-D
Viewmaster shots. Born in Quincy,
Massachusetts, Paul Knaut sum
mered as a young child in DoverFoxcroft and came up to Orono for
college. He began photography as a
hobby in 1937, and eventually be
came a pioneer and master in the use
of color photography, entering the
field as the first color film was be
ing manufactured. Blessed with nat
ural talent—a keen eye for detail, for
subtle shades of color and light, for
the grandeur and beauty of nature—
and a spirited sense of adventure,
Knaut has shared with millions his
love of photography and the land
scape of Maine
Knaut took the first color moon
lit shot of a mountain in New En
gland—Mount Washington, and
showcased Katahdin in his first
book of photography published in
1984. UMaine's Museum of Art has
exhibited his work on several occa
sions.
Today, Knaut is regarded as the
dean of Maine's scenic photogra
phers. This book, in memory of his
late wife Betty Southworth Knaut,
is full of images from the coast,
lakes, and mountains of Maine—
waves crashing in Acadia, Rangeley
and Moosehead lakes, Moxie and
Small's falls, the Bigelow Range in
autumn, and, of course, Katahdin in

all the seasons. There are moonlit
shots of Katahdin and Low's Bridge,
and, in a nice juxtaposition, you'll
see photos of a 1952 log drive, ca
noeing, and whitewater rafting, all
on the West Branch of the Penobscot.
Maine Scenic Splendoi also reveals
the theory and practical experience
behind Knaut's successful career.
The author generously shares tips
about composing and framing a
photograph, using light and shad
ow to balance color and create
depth, and when best to capture
Katahdin's alpen glow
The book is available from Knaut
at 237 Pine Street, Dover-Foxcroft,
Marne 04426.

Wild Child
Lynn Plourde '76 and '78G
Illustrated by Greg Couch
Simon and Schuster Books for
Young Readers, 1999

For children
and grown
ups, fall is a
beautiful and
strange sea
son: marvel
ous
colors
changing the
landscape ev
ery day, nuts,
seeds, and berries dropping from
branches; the sky full of quick-mov
ing clouds This children's tale by
Lynn Plourde '76 and '78G, a
Skowhegan native, children's book
author, and speech therapist from
Winthrop, is a captivating story of a
child not quite ready for bed. As
simple as that seems, many parents
know the beguiling ways of young
sters. Here, pixyish Autumn wants
to enjoy a song and a bedtime snack
The lush and inventive illustra
tions—the book was selected as an
American Booksellers Association's

Kids Pick of the List for one of the
best picture books of 1999—invite
imagination and wonder, as greens
and soft yellows of late summer
transform into warm reds and or
ange of autumn, and Mother Earth
fancifully blends into hills and wa
terfalls
Like a good parent, Mother
Earth offers her child the spontane
ous music of scattering leaves and
noisy chipmunks, a snack of
crunchy chestnuts and cnmsony
cranberries, and finally, a good
night kiss, as Autumn snuggles un
der a coverlet and snow begins to
fall
The marvelous word play and
spirited drawings together create an
original and winsome fable. This
November, Simon and Schuster will
be publishing Wmtei Waits, a sequel
by Plourde and Couch, featuring a
busy Father Time, so busy setting
the clocks that he doesn't have time
to play with his son, Winter.
In 1998, Plourde and her husband
Paul Knowles, assistant superinten
dent of SAD 9, collaborated to cre
ate what may become one of the
most sought-after guides to Maine
literature, A Celebiation of Maine Chil
dren's Books Published by the Uni
versity of Maine Press, the compilaJ
tion of 185 works includes alphabet,
counting, and concept books, pic
ture books, chapter books, antholo
gies, short stories and collections,
biographies, autobiographies and
journals, information books, poetry;
and activity books
You'll find favorite and wellknown authors, such as E. B White,
Rachel Field, and Margaret Wise
Brown, along with newer books
such as Cocoa Ice by Diana Appelbaum, Jean Craighead George's The
Fire Bug Connection, and Joseph Bruhac's Abenaki tales. This is a great
place for parents, teachers, and adult
readers to get re-acquainted with the
richness of Maine writing for chil
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dren, as each entry contains a syn
opsis of the book, recommended age
levels, learning activities, and bio
graphical information about the au
thors and illustrators.

There Lies A Hidden Scorpion
Takis and Judy Kerley '71 Iakovou
St. Martin s Press
New York, 1999

Maine alumni
living in Flori
da may be ac
quainted with
Greek com
munities
which
in
spired the fic
tional setting
for the Iakovous' third
mystery. When Nick and Julia Lambros, full-time restauranteurs and
part-time sleuths, hang the "Closed
for Vacation" sign on their Delphi,
Georgia, restaurant, what they've
planned is a joyful trip to Tarpon
Springs, Florida, for the wedding of
a young friend, Kate, to Alex Kyriakidis, the son of a wealthy hotel
owner. A reunion with Greek friends
and family and a week's stay at the
beautiful Mediterranean-style hotel
couldn't be more needed.
From the moment they arrive in
Florida, however, it seems like rest
and relaxation are just not in the
cards. First they witness a car swerv
ing out of control and into the bay,
forcing Nick and his cousin Spiros
to rush to the sinking passengers'
rescue. Then, after a series of warn
ing signs and small disasters—as the
Iakovous draw the reader into the
world of Greek exotica (mischievous
fairies and goblins), Moira (fate),
and mayas (curses)—superstitious
family members insist the pending
nuptials are cursed and must be can

celed. Nick and Julia try to uncover
which of the young couple's family
or friends will stop at nothing—not
even murder—to stop Kate and Alex
from exchanging vows.
It's a race to clear the innocent,
expose the guilty, and hopefully
save a wedding that seems destined
for catastrophe. The authors have
created a colorful cast of characters
and the authentic Greek atmosphere
make There Lies A Hidden Scorpion an
entertaining mystery.
The Iakovou's two other novels
in the Nick and Julia Lambros mys
teries are So Dear to Wicked Men and
Go Close Against the Enemy.
There Lies a Hidden Scorpion sells
for $24.95. Any of the three Iako
vou's novels can be ordered from St.
Martin's Press by calling (212) 6745151.

ment and military conflicts in a re
gion ranging from New York State
to the St. Croix River. Turner focus
es primarily on the St. John River in
his fifth book, as families loyal to
King George migrated northward to
claim land grants in the late 1780s,
cleared their woods, planted crops,
and exported timber. A New Day
Dawning offers not only a primer on
frontier life in the late 18th and ear
ly 19th centuries, but shows the im
pact of British, French, and colonial
conflicts on these remote families,
and how they got along with Native
Americans and newer immigrants.
The Maine Times calls the book by
this Maine native "an intriguing
story...with locale and descriptions of
events carefully researched and
blended convincingly into this tale of
romance and adventure."

A New Day Dawning:
Yet They Hung Her in Hartland

By Philip B. Turner '48
New Ireland Press, Fredericton,
New Brunswick, 1999

Out of My Mind:
Musing of a Maineiac
By Thomas Russell Poole '66
NewDay Publications
Branchville, New Jersey, 1999

Many Maine
families hail
from eastern
Canada. In
fact,
the
movement of
people back
and forth be
tween
the
British lands
in colonial-era
North America is a fascinating sto
ry of kinship, torn allegiances, fron
tier adventure, and the settling of
two nations.
Philip Turner '48 is on a mission
to resurrect history, to make stories
that sound familiar and ring true. By
a lively blend of genealogy and fic
tion, the reader is treated as part of
the family, following early settle

Musings of a
Maineiac is a
collection of
poems, anec
Muiingt of a Maineiac
dotes,
and
short stories
by Maine na
tive Tom Poole
'66. He draws
Kirrsdl
from years of
teaching on
four continents to give us a glimpse
of life as he sees it. Tom, his wife,
Barbara, and their three sons live in
Ikoma, Japan, where they are serv
ing as missionaries with Japan Mis
sion.
Poole's book can be purchased
for $5.95 plus $1.00 for shipping
through NewDay Publications, P.O.
Box 2345, Branchville, NJ 07827.
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The Annual Alumni Fund
Your Connection to the
University of Maine
he university of

T

Maine alumni association

has an ambitious goal this year: Raise $2 million from
12,000 alumni. We’re off to a good start, but we can’t make it
without your help.

Perry Hunte) 52
Annual Alumni Fund Chat)

Here are some facts you should know about the Annual Alumni
Fund:

1. It is run by the UMaine Alumni Association.
2. The Association’s Board of Directors decides how the undesignated dollars are allocated.

3. FY 2000’s undesignated dollars supported:
• Scholarships to students
• Financial assistance to individual students and student groups
• Programs and services for alumni
• Advocacy for the University of Maine

4. 100 percent of the designated dollars received by the Alumni Association are given to the
area of the university to which they are designated.
Your personal commitment to the Annual Alumni Fund ensures the Alumni Association
remains a strong, independent advocate for MAINE. Your personal commitment to MAINE
helps to make it an even greater institution.
If you have already made your annual gift, I thank you for supporting the University of
Maine. If you haven’t yet made a gift, please consider doing so today. Your support will allow
us to reach our goal and guarantee a strong University.

University of Maine Annual Alumni Fund
P.O. Box 550, Orono, Maine 04473-0550
800-934-ALUM / 207-581-2586
www.mainealumni.org
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“King of the Road”
When credit union member

F. Richard King, Professor
••

Emeritus of Business Management

UMA, and his spouse Annie wanted
to finance their RV they knew who
would help them on the road to their
dream: University Credit Union.

Since 1967, UCU has been helping
members realize their dreams,
whether it’s financing a RV, auto,

mortgage or computer, UCU offers
a wide variety of loan products
tailored to meet members’ needs.

University Credit Union —
Any Time, Any Place.
gllgs
wb

t

t

■Mb

University Credit Union - Orono
800-696-8628 in Maine
800-992-8628 outside Maine

University Credit Union — Portland
800-455-1906
www.ucu.maine.edu

University Credit Union.
Serving its members with quality
financial services since 1967.

Your savings federally insured to $100 000

NCUA

National Cred t Union Admin stration
a U $ Government Agency

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER
We Oo Bus ness in Accordance With the
Federal Fair Housing law and the
Equal Cred t Opportunity Act
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